
December 3, 2010:  Hastings Resolution Recognizing National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day Passes House

(Washington, DC) Last night, the House of Representatives adopted under suspension of the
rules a House Concurrent Resolution introduced by Congressman Alcee L. Hastings
(D-Miramar) expressing Congress’s support of the goals and ideals of National Homeless
Persons’ Memorial Day.   (Please find attached a copy of this resolution).

    

With the support of the National Coalition for the Homeless, the National Consumer Advisory
Board, and the National Health Care for the Homeless Council, National Homeless Persons’
Memorial Day brings attention to the tragedy of homelessness by holding memorial services for
homeless individuals who have died from causes related to their homelessness.  Hastings’
resolution encourages state and local governments, the President, media, and the general
public to support the goals and ideals of National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day as well as
reaffirms our country’s commitment to helping those less fortunate members of society and
acknowledges the efforts of those who currently are.

    

Hastings, who serves as the Co-Founder and Co-Chairman of the Congressional Caucus
on Homelessness, released the following statement regarding his resolution:

    

“I offer my strong support of House Concurrent Resolution 325, a concurrent resolution to
support the goals and ideals of a National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, in recognition of
the people who have died on our streets, in emergency shelters, condemned or abandoned
properties, and from elements directly related to homelessness.

    

“On or near the first day of winter and the longest night of the year, National Homeless Persons’
Memorial Day events have been held nationwide every year since 1990 to remember the
homeless persons whose lives and deaths might otherwise go without any recognition.

    

“Throughout my home state of Florida, this important day is recognized, along with over 200
other local municipalities, organizations, and statewide organizations throughout the United
States holding community-wide vigils, memorials, and service events.

    

“More than half a million people in the United States do not have a place to call home each
night and half of them are without shelter.  Nationwide each year, an estimated 2,000,000
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people experience homelessness.  Furthermore, the mortality rate among homeless populations
has been shown to be almost four times that of the general population.  Homelessness is
expensive and can be prevented.

    

“This resolution provides us with the opportunity to commend the efforts of the States,
territories, and possessions of the United States who support the goals and ideals of National
Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, to encourage those not already doing so, and to salute the
dedicated professionals and organizations who provide assistance 365 days a year to people in
need.

    

“Most importantly, a national memorial day will ensure that we keep the problem in perspective.
Through all the statistics on homelessness, all too often, we forget that numbers correspond to
actual
individuals with
actual
lives and families.

    

“As the 2010 Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness declares: “There are no
‘homeless people,’ but rather people who have lost their homes who deserve to be treated with
dignity and respect.”  In remembering those who died on the streets, the cause of ending
homelessness is kept urgent as is the Nation's collective commitment to preventing such deaths
in the future.

    

“We must remember their lives—men, women, and children—and we must remember why they
died.

    

“The passage of this resolution reaffirms Congress’ commitment to ending homelessness by
promoting a comprehensive national response that addresses the housing, health care, income,
and civil rights causal factors and consequences of extreme poverty.  Let us make this year’s
first night of winter and longest night of the year, December 21, 2010, a true National Memorial
Day.”

    

Congressman Alcee L. Hastings is Vice Chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, a senior member of the House Rules Committee, and Co-Chairman of the U.S.
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Helsinki Commission.

  

###
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